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07 fechy0'6 0'Ged, bow' mach Cruelty ty ufo 
op under the colour of Religion ; as if we could no 
Ort we crucifie one another. Set. 12. Tis 
t by many wiſe men , that the prepoſterous Rigour, 
e's oniey , which ſome men carried before them in 
the leaſt i thatkindled, and blew up into 
| , s.the 5 of. Diſcontent-, which wanted $07 
Cie fs of Rebellion in Ireland ; — They. ſaw them- 
rently threatened by the covetous Zeal , and -unchari- 
ary of ſome men, who think it a eat argument of the 
" euwhef their Religion, to endure ng ether but their wn Ibid. 
Ge. v6 
ofs their known weakneſs , as to T, _ = ice, who 
A contend by Arms. than by Argument. 9. 
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Perſecution. &c, Fo 


ERSECU TION. 5a Word of © harth d Grands — 
gencrally diffaiteful to Enghſ Ears, that: ſearce any of thoſ* 

whoarc forward and ative in.that Work, are-willing\ | 
to have their attionscalled by that Name. Thar none there- | 
ci hn: aiogany any wh 


inclining thereunto,ma 
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eortiy _ and fer your ſelves ro-reftrain us > ce Tries 
h God hath requited of as I pray conſider , Saul was as 
ene Pong as you can'be; and had asgood ground for his confidence, 
CE yon have; and Ky c _ re uy yo a while ( as 
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' ge bu pace them, Chap. | ine 
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-unco you, tharwe firmly belicye,and are 
Gnome Onttablot rw wa may of of 


- therein). PFhvis'is our Paith'itr , og gene fir 6 youties” 
' vour by: Threges, anon bs oo nadties arid Ornetievto force ary of f S. 
” ws from this way orſhip 1 fo-far-you | 
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+ withtheI/ae/regnot the Iſraelites that dealtrfo i 
taay read\ from the 7th. Chap: of Exodus to the 15. Jewasrtic Y 
info Jenew not God) that deat thuswich Daniel; not Davie! that dealt * 

ſo with them, Dan. 6. It was the hard hearted; undelieving. Jews and/wtt<? - 
converted Gentiles, that dealt thus with' the Apoſtles and: Primitive)” 
Chriſtians; not che Chriſtians that deal-fo with then, 4s. rs 
8.5» 2B-/& 4. 2. 617: 5. It was the Blood-thirfty Papifs that Sale 4 
with the;Protefants in Queen Maries Daics. : And can young gens - 
tex-Qdium upen your (elves, than, by inutating'theſe; to > Poles + 
you approve what they have done ? ' HED 190! 

4 That Exerciſe of Religion which you would force us from,'$nor 


ſumply and of it elf condemnedar di ed by that'Law, by theſe 
; |verity of which you would force usfrom it. | It is nor ſimply and pol- 
niyely, every Aſkmbly or Meeting forthe exerciſe of Religion/ins others 
> | manner thanaccordingtathe Liomgy;8c. that is forbidden and"made 
- | puniſhable, by that Act of the 22th. of Charles the ſecond agai Con- © 
+ | venticles ;. but ſuch only as hath ac it above four perſons the Fa} 
e |mily. Any Family then, (how. numerous ſoever) and' four perfongeu=® 
;. [ver and-above, tmay-mect, under the favour of thav Az ſorth\exert 
: vile of Religion, though in other manner chan accordingrtorhe Viewpy|/ 
. 


&c which plainly ſhews that the Law-makers did nor look upoir fucly 
- ſexercile of Religionto be evil lunply in.it felt; (tor-rhen they:would: 
ie? [have utterly condemned and forbiddenittoall,even'the leaſt SEES k 
iy. | thatthey preſuppoſeda danger fromthe numbers reſottibgto ach AG - - | 
*. ſemblics; and thereforedid net edy forbid the exerciſe; bur kit@ - -* 
ar Vimitatioruponthe number of perſons that might reforr 3. Now - * 
ea- Fhe permitting this Exetcſe toany,is ar admitting of it tobe good: atid 
nd Fbe offence liesnot. in the BE LL ———__ 
v2- $£3 and that only Ofaciegthay pop bcehgdag EY | SY 
) of Peace: Since: therofore.the Excrce of Religion yowold drive" - 
"ce |S from;is {o far from being init feltevidorunlawfulrharip reatives | 
lea” (0d of Countenance even from'that very Law\by: which ; 
y of þ4- Since alſo theexperience ye have had of puepnoegd deporrment 
ke (our Meetings, and of our quict, and chearful jnbjection' to theGon - 
rour [Rent we bave lived under, bath ſufficiently ſecured youſtoam-all © | 
-.Janger from our Mectings, how.gumezous fooyer : i Why will ouwat- 
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;' your your Friend) Þ 
Evil nor Llewfal in i rc 
us', ani difigcbing our pedceable Mods" 
wing) great deal of needleſs 
£# | j;-asthar learned Poor in the Jewiſh Low did well 0b- 
ery, in 5.40 the Apoſtle Caſe, If this Counſel or this work be of Men, it © 
/ wil 09g to Sy gp But if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it, Ads F. 
ay I poyon! in-our Caſe (And1 wiſh ſome one of your 
hy ar were had , like him \- in reputation among all the People , 
done this for ey) If this People o_ their Meetings be not Th 
T; God., you need rot thus beftir you , you may ſpare your jains ; 'they / 
ba: | nought; But if | Im: ye cannot overthrow them. - So that as 
|.  LnerretS or be not of God, your labour againſt us isin Pr! 
% ain ;Eicher we ſhall {all wichout ir, or ſtand for all-it, Beentteated fig/ 
© therefore, for your-own fakes , 25 well as for outs; totake Ganralie?s or 
ity 2 N "Refrain from theſe 1 men and let them alone. I 
Ghomny my «Be pleaſed to conſider what fort of Agents and In | 
5 You. are "vo to make-uſe of (and not ſeldom are your 
de ulc-of by): to-carry-on. this work. Are not the wie# wretches, þ 
ate of - mankind ,; for the moſt part, the firſt movers for - 
In 62;- 15 there an Informer upon'this Statute, who has nor'firſt o 
boi 5 a7 hag nothrions Criminal (whom a little Kote-reading, and a, fer 
your; le Ordinary., have ſaved from the Gallows) or ſore riotous heir 
ichrife., whoſe -Debaucheries have brought him to a | condition five 
1that of: Beggery , ziz.' A rapacions defire of 'repairing” his ſeave 
Fortunes, bythe unrighteons ruining of others? And, Þat.. 
»,- wo lay inthis place, of the Genero5ty of a true EngHſh nature, em 
wh Cong be rid and commanded by ſuch baſe and infamous Fel: Ind i 
Fr ;(08 ; 1 gy and other inferior Officers, -but even Ju- 
7 s.Yea,'and Mayors too , have ſometimes been _) can Ce 
| with Clu iftiani with Humanity, with the Ho-pe, c 
Ez Ro the Nation, and your Setves, that fo many thou-from: 
Hamer ob your ck hanef, conſciencious, induſtrious, and peace-pt Cl 
r3(againſt whom. cven Enzy her {elf can find occafon,hd th 
Danielot Dan. 6. 5. concerning the Law of theirWy ce 
rk 5p bruitiſh and/ inſatiable Tyf of fuch a 
and tarncle #4, rm by you? mordeitrtemes it wi 
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Now for the other Branth, which I mentioned, of Perſecution, vis. 
: (The Forcing or compelling of any by Pains or Penatties, bodily or 3ectni 


' ary, torecerve, embrace , conform to and —_ fome Exerciſe of | R#ht- 
© hpton, and way 'of worſtir, whichthey , who are ſo G_ , are efther 
\ | þ per fraded i me the right, or at leaſt have no belief that it the 
4 Fight. : The Reaſons by which I ſhall-endeayour to di wade all mens 
s' from ſuch an undertaking, arerheſe. 1442%y A 


L.: In thus :»poſmng'your way'of Worſhip uporr others , you att 
contrary to Chg and:his Apoſtles, The Author of the-Chri- 
an Religion', though he had all power in Heaven and in'Earth; 
iven untohim, yet didnot make-uſcof that power, asyou do of your 
ower, by outward ſeverities and rigour-to force People to: receive, 
IC poets Religion which he taught.. But his ufual ſaying was, 
1 a, fethat hath Ears tohear let him hear. And when'wo of his Diſciples,in 
15 heir young {tate,and'in an overwarmzeab againſt fomerhar'didnorre- 
on tive him, did once ask him leave to command Fire to come downfromt 
his ſeaver and conſume them; he ſharply rebuk*dthem witha T'Te krwow not 
nd, Þat. manner of ſpirit ye are of: ]. and inſtrufting them! berter, role 
re, Jen , The Son of Man i not come. to deſtroy mens tives, but to ſave them. 
2+ Ind inſtead of thruſting himſelf upon thoſe Samaritans, that werenor 
ing to receive him, he paſſed them by, and went to another Village 
can like g. 53.1057. The Apoſtles, when the Jews' rezeted their Me! 
Ho-þe; did not attempt to impoſe iron them ; but ſaid, wane born 
z0u-from you,—— lo, we-turn to the Gentiles , Aﬀts 13.46. You'read 
zce-pr Chriſt whipt ſome our of the Temple; Jobrr2: 15. but ye never 
;fon kd tharhe whipt any in. - Why then will you ſteera Conrlei ſo di- 
theirfly contrary to Chriſt and his Apoſtles ? g ORE 
ch 
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theſe unpoſed their Worſhip that under the leve- 
. veſiPenaltics. © Bur an pour og i either honouradle vr fake for you 
| to imitate ſuch Bruitiſh Examples / 

= 3. Inforcing Pcople to your way of Worſhip, who have no belcif 
that it is the Right you cauſethem to fin: for whatſoever # not of Faith] © 
-— x 8in, Rom: 14 23- And therefore as the Apoltles thereargues, He thar| © 
| donbrcrh, & damned, (thatiis condemned) if he eat, And isnor the] ® 
2sforcible. in-this Calc, as in of Eating? May it. noc tc 
””  withike-reaſon be faid, be that doubteth-that your way of Wor-| 
"I phinare righs, is damoed if he conform, to i i, becauſe iis Confor/ P' 
be, isnor of Faith; for what ſocver is not of Faith is fin. And: thq 2 
Js es of Sin ye know « Death, Rom.6.23. Now it they that conform V* 
inJucha doubting mind dotherein ſin, andthereby bring Damnati/ ® 
7 +» =o, 5g ney ay upon'ithemſelves ; what may youiex {is 
who by: Threatnings, by Impriſpnmems, by Fines, or other ourwar CY 
8 ©» | yu — ESTES n 
| to your way orſhip, who have a firm per 
pope ye. opener you make Men ie 


- and Tim ; For-fuch as have nor fortitude enough to bear thy © 
-- format Perſecution, and toundergo with patience the > ew M, 
- eltics inflicted on them; och, through fear, may fall incorempra Cc 
en; and -per for omg may comply with o_ whic| 9 
they certainly e is not right. And herein th inj {cl 
Gels nowieng: and youare the Cauſe of this Sin of et by drſ Þcl 
ving them unto its and atyour hands will it be required. oth 

| pn runding and forcing your pon open others, :you (0 
canes. wh underyalucir, and give Men the more ground1o [y Pro 

| it: for Men ate naturally ae to queſtion the good chi! 
that Commodiry, which i upon thera whether they w and 


Thoſe Wares that aretrue and good need no fuch waies to put thef #1 
off, The Chriſtian Roligion, im its pureſt and beſt-Eftare, was ncv| 22 - 
thruſtupon any; norncedit, - To be without'ir-is Tr 
cient; and greater than any you can inflict : They who in the Par} s3 
ble were invited to the great Supper,” Luke, 14. an 0 inade their Exc 


| i wo Ke ne AR Fades 
To ins. Diſt even I chere a: Priſon in {the Nation, 
ofa in -a'Prifon, which has not been a Wiriels of our 
-” Groanings? Have we not been tried by Baniſhment, and proved by 
= Death it (elf?! Death-in! NoweEngland, by the Hand of the Hang: 
"man. Death-in _— ad, by th rough hands ofirude and 
* boiſterous Officers and ho have''given via cliger 
Friends thoſe Blows, which ee Dare have b 
by” ore gov ue I might add to theſe, burning in: 


: ny unmercitul Bearings, " Wiggins, , and = 
us 
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£ to 

| ou remit dearcr to us; thamour Eſtares, 

| oe LAs, \ fer rrerentgoig pan Why then will you 
ropeat {everities upon us , which have  oken been tried be. 

fore [inn vain3- Can PRs pag oth pleaſtire in putting others. to pain, 

and in afflicting' others > O ſuffer / not your 

* Narures fo far ns ncrzce Fin the Grideheds and Tendcr- 
neſs of trac and generous Engliſh-Men ! 

| MT ade neveke eos a-es for: our FalkbulneS 2s cur 

- God! He that is trye to God; will be-true 'to Men allo ; Par ne 
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” be ' Men » Endeayour not -theretore- to draw 'us into Un- -\ 
&ithfulnels ro our God : for that, to be-fure,- would be haum-- 
ful a hect and no way adyantageous to-you. © Neither" be ye | 
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Getter wito ms than thouſands of Gold and of Silver , Phat. 119; 7... 
Tea', ' his Loving Kindneſs is better than Life , Pal. 63. * the 


Obſtinacy ; our Stedfaſtneſs, Stubbornneſs; our Zeal, Self-will; our 
F aithfubreſ to God, Contempt of Authority : Bur look back up- 


we do. They were taken at a Meeting in Solomon's Porch, As. 
11. and ſent to Priſon -for Preaching , Chap. 4. 2. }. Next 
Þa - they were, brought forth and Examined before the Coun- 
4 Ver. 5,7- And having made their Defence', they were 
ſtreightly, threatned , and commanded not to ſpeak at all, nor © 
teach in the Name Jeſus, ver 17. 18. what Anſwer did they - 
make? Whether it be right ( ſaid they) in the ſight of God, to 
hearken unto you more than unto God, judg ye, ver. 19. and pre- 
ſently after we read, They" fpake the Word of God with Bold- 
neſs , ver. 31. Well, they were quickly clapt up afain , Chap. 
5.17.18. Bur when the Council came rogether , and ſent for ? 
them to be brought before them, and they were not to be . 
found in the Priſon , ver. 21. 22. ( God having by his Angel 
delivered them in the Night; ver. 19.) one came and” 
the Council, Beho/d, The Men whom ye put in Priſon, are ©. 
Panding in the Temple and Teaching the People, ver 25. And 
when they had ſent Officers, and fetcht them again before the 
' Council, and asked them, ſaving , Did we' not ffraitly command 
Jou , that you ſtould nat teach in this Name? And behold ye | 
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the Apoſtles in their 


z ye there- 
emn the. Apoſtles, and af 19mg 
d ught the Guilt © of Intocent 

rath of God, upon themſelves: even- 
if ye perliſt in. the \ame Courſe. 
. (br our own lakes as: welt as 
lire, and the End of this Difſwaſae, 


